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6 European levels 

A  Basic User 

A2  Waystage  

A1 Breakthrough 

C Proficient 
User  

C2  Mastery 

C1 Competent 
User 

B Independent 
User  

B2  Vantage 

B1 Threshold 







“Can-do” 
statements as 
descriptors of 
competences 

   Common European Framework of Reference 

(CEFR) 



How long is it to go from FCE to CAE? 



A short quiz on the history of English 
language testing in Europe 

• When did the first Cambridge Certificate appear 
as an English exam for foreign speakers? 
(2000, 1913, 1975) 

• What exam was it? 

(First Certificate, KET, Proficiency) 

• Who were the first candidates (their ages, 

professions)? 

• What level is the Russian State Exam? 

 



                

              CPE 

            CAE   

        ЕГЭ FCE   

       ГИА PET     

      KET       

    FLYERS         

  MOVERS           

STARTERS             

                



Stages of teaching writing 

• Familiarization-learners are taught certain 

grammar and vocabulary through a text 

(reading, listening, speaking) 

• Controlled writing- learners manipulate fixed 

patterns, often from substitution tables 

• Guided writing: learners imitate model texts. 

• Free writing: learners use the patterns they 

have developed to write an essay, letter, etc. 

 



Questions to ask yourself before you start 
writing and some useful tips: 

• Who are you writing to? 

• Why are you writing? 

• What style should you write in: formal, semi-
formal or informal? 

Select the right information: 

• Include all the relevant points 

• Do not fill the letter/essay with unimportant 
information 

• Keep to the facts 

 

 



Do Cambridge Exams and Russian State 
Exam consist of 5 parts? 

Reading 
Writing  

Use of English 
Listening  
Speaking 



 
 

Five chapters = Five papers of the 

exam: 

 

Listening 

Reading 

Use of English 

Writing 

+ 

SPEAKING 



f) Russia-specific materials 



Section B 
ends up with exam-
type exercise  

 
 



Corpus-informed 
means: 
exercises helping 

students overcome 
common mistakes 
made by Russian 
students in Writing 



Common Russian errors: Spelling 

1. comfortable 

2. clothes 

3. restaurant 

4. accommodation 

5. loose / lose 

6. rise / raise 

7. economic / economical 



Problem areas in Writing for Russian State Exam 

• Phrasal Verbs 

• Word families 

• False friends: 

- ‘Actual’ in Russian …? 

- Pеальный, подлинный 

- Актуальный? 

- important, topical 



Common mistakes made by Russian learners 

Translate the following words: 

1    head 

2 dislikes  

3 hands  



How to deal with them: look at the context 

1  Who is going to head the government 

enquiry? (Verb) 

2 As a child Tanya had so many dislikes that I 

never knew what to give her to eat (Noun) 

3 I love that bit in the film where Kevin hands 

the teacher a dead rat (Verb) 



Other common mistakes of Russian 
students revealed by Corpus 

Suggest:     *suggested him to… 

Recommend:    I would *recommend to speak to the director  

Other/Another:  Compared with *another hotels… 

These/Those:  

-Do you want these glasses? 

-No, I need those *ones 



Skill focus and format 

Writing  
 

• audience, register, tone, 

word choice, detail 

• informal/formal letter; 

essay, review, article;  

report, proposal;   story 

(situation-based) 



What are ‘can-do’ statements for writing at B2? 

What do you need to be able to do with writing at 

level B2? 

 

Writing 

•I can produce a range of formal and informal 
correspondence. 

•I can produce texts of varying lengths and 
adapt my style of writing as appropriate to the 
subject and readers.  



Writing 
B2 C1 
I can write clear and detailed texts 

(compositions, reports etc) on various 

topics related to my field of interest. 

I can express myself in writing on a wide 

range of general or professional topics in 

a clear and user-friendly manner. 

I can develop an argument systematically 

in a composition or report, emphasising 

decisive points and including supporting 

details. 

I can present points of view in a 

comment on a topic or an event, 

underlining the main ideas and 

supporting my reasoning with detailed 

examples. 

I can write texts which show a high 

degree of grammatical correctness and 

vary my vocabulary and style according 

to the addressee, the kind of text and the 

topic. 



New names of Cambridge Exams 

• YLE Starters Cambridge English: Starters 

• YLE Movers  Cambridge English: Movers 

• YLE Flyers Cambridge English: Flyers 

• PET  Cambridge English: Key 

• PET  Cambridge English: Preliminary 

• FCE  Cambridge English: First 

• CAE  Cambridge English: Advanced 

• CPE  Cambridge English: Proficiency 

 



Школьные версии Кембриджских экзаменов 

• Cambridge English: Key for Schools 

 KET for Schools 

• Cambridge English: Preliminary for Schools 

 PET for Schools 

• Cambridge English: First for Schools 

• FCE for Schools 



Real past papers 



New FCE courses for intensive preparation 
(50-60 hours) 

 



“Compact” 
50-60 hours 

Age 11-14 : 

114 + 

Age 12-16 114 

+ 

Age 17+: 

114 + 

Age 9-11: 114 

+ 



“Objective” 
70-90 hours 



“Complete” 
100-120 hours 
 
 



“Trainers” 



Self-preparation books of B2 and C1 levels 

http://assets.cambridge.org/97805211/28537/large_cover/9780521128537i.jpg


Online Practice Tests 

•Unique online version of print product 

•Available for ESOL examinations: 

• Cambridge English: Preliminary & Preliminary for 

schools 

• Cambridge English: Key & Key for schools 

• Cambridge English: First  

• Cambridge English: Advanced 

• IELTS (Academic & General) 

•Additional features over print material 



CEF 
Levels          

IELTS band 
(approximate) 

C2 7.5+ 

C1 6.5 – 7  

B2 5 – 6 

B1 3.5 – 4.5 

A2 3 

A1 1 – 2 



Complete IELTS 

 

Band 4 – 5    Bands 5 – 6.5        Bands 6.5 – 7.5 
 



New type of IELTS preparation material: six Practice Tests 
with detailed analysis, model answers and practice activities 

 



The Official Cambridge Guide to IELTS 



Writing for IELTS 

• Time: 60 minutes 2 tasks 

• Task 1 (20 mins): 150 words, descriptive report of a table or 

a diagram  

• Task 2 (40 mins): 250 words, essay in response to an 

opinion or a problem 

 

You will lose marks if you write less than the required 

number of words 







Task 2 

• Task 2 (40 minutes, 250 words) 

– a point of view or argument or problem. 
• Present and justify an opinion  

• Compare and contrast evidence, opinions and implications  

• Evaluate and challenge ideas, evidence or an argument  

Consider: Task response, coherence and cohesion, range of vocabulary, 

style and accuracy. 

Task 2 contributes twice as much as Task 1 to the overall test score 



You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 

 

Write about the following topic: 

The number of overweight children in developed countries is 

increasing. Some people think this is due to problems such as 

the growing number of fast food outlets. Others believe that 

parents are to blame for not looking after their children's 

health. 

 

To what extent do you agree with these views? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples 

from your own knowledge or experience. 

 

Write at least 250 words. 

 





“Cambridge English 
Teacher” – online teacher 
training resource 
available by subscription. 
Certificate from 
Cambridge University for 
every training course 
(module). 



Certified online teacher training courses 

• How to teach Cambridge English: Young Learners (YLE) 

• How to teach Cambridge English: Key (KET) 

• How to teach Cambridge English: Preliminary (PET) 

• How to teach Cambridge English: First (FCE) 

• How to teach IELTS 

• Teaching Grammar 

• Lesson Planning and Classroom Management 

• Teaching Vocabulary and Pronunciation 

• Teaching with Technology 

• Introduction to Blended Learning 



 
Thank you! 

 
lgorodet@gmail.com 

8-916-304-08-86 
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